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The Waterboro Barrens
n the spring of 1989, a York County
developer called T he Nature C on
servancy with a question. In planning
a large residential subdivision of his
2,(XX) acres in Waterboro, his consul
tants had confirmed an earlier State
report that the area supported a globally
threatened pine barrens community.
Would the Conservancy, he asked,
be interested in purchasing part of his
land as a nature preserve?
W h en our own field ecologists vis
ited the site, they discovered a bore
al pine barrens community unparal

I

leled in size and diversity. Due to the
rapid destruction o f pine barrens, they
are now considered the single most
threatened forest type in the Northeast.
T h e Waterboro Barrens is exceptional
am ong New. England p ine barrens
because of its dramatic, glacially influ
enced topography; its steep-sided sand
and gravel ridges range in height from
20 to 90 feet. Though termed a “bar
rens,” the area contains a striking diver
sity of natural communities and wildlife
habitats, including several riverine and
wetland systems.

W ithin six months of the Conser
vancy’s field visits to the Waterboro
Barrens, we had signed an option to
purchase 1,100 acres of this extraordi
nary natural area— the centerpiece of
our current Maine Legacy campaign.
N o sooner had we finalized this
deal than we received another call,
this time from a consultant to F. R.
Carroll, Inc., the new owner of the
abutting property. Carroll had recent
ly submitted an application to the

Continued, on page 5
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We hope you’ll join us for this celebration of
The Nature Conservancy
and conservation in mid<oast Maine!

S ch e d u le o f E v en ts
Field Trips, 9 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. Please see opposite page for
Annual Meeting Field Trip descriptions.
Registration, 3:30 p.m., Maritime Museum courtyard.
Refreshments available.
Business Meeting, 4-5 p.m., Shipyard Mold Loft Building.
Late Registration and Social Hour, 5-6 p.m., Shipyard
Grounds.
Dinner, 6-7 :3 0 p.m. Menu: Hors d’oeuvres and refresh
ments; beer, wine, beverages; choice of lobster, grilled herb
chicken, or vegetarian kebab; cole slaw, roasted new
potatoes, home-baked bread; brownies with ice cream and
raspberry sauce; coffee and tea.
Special Guest Speaker and Presentation of Awards will
follow dinner.

M

id-coast Maine is characterized by a series of long,
narrow peninsulas and chains of islands divided by
equally long, narrow bays. T h e diversity of wildlife and
important natural areas— estuaries, coastal wetlands,
unspoiled beaches, tidal bays and bird-nesting islands—
make it a beautiful and ecologically rich section of Maine.
W e invite you to join us in experiencing some of the area’s
special character.
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Annual Meeting Registration Form
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Registration fee o f $6.00 is required o f all participants in any o f the day’s events. (This fee helps us come closer to meeting our
costs for the Annual M eeting.) T h e dinner price includes afternoon refreshments, hors d’oeuvres, beverages, and a
delicious full-course meal provided by Swan’s Way Catering of Camden. Please register as soon as possible, but no later
than July 20.
Annual Meeting field trip # _______ No. of persons _______ x $ _____________
Alternate trip choice # _______

Clip and mail
with check to:
M aine Chapter
T h e N ature Conservancy
P.O. B ox 3 3 8
Topsham, M aine 0 4 0 8 6
P hone: ( 2 0 7 ) 7 2 9 -5 1 8 1

l'/2'lb. lobster dinner(s) No.

x $26.00

Grilled herb chicken dinner(s) No.

x $25.00

Vegetarian grilled kebabs dinner(s) No.

x $23.00

Required o f everyone: Registration(s) No.

x $6.00
Total enclosed

NAME
ADDRESS

TELEPHONE (H O M E)__________________________________ . (W O R K ).

(Please list phone numbers accurate from May to August.)
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$ ___________

Annual Meeting Field Trips
1 a . Upper Casco Bay Boat Trip
9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p .m .
South Freeport Town Dock
CO ST: $42 per person
LIM IT: 24 people (At sea/on shore)
On this tour of Upper Casco Bay, we’ll start the trip by pass
ing closely by Upper Goose Island Preserve to observe the state’s
largest heron rookery and to watch for seals hauled out on
neighboring ledges. Cruising past Lower Goose, the Goslings,
the Whaleboat islands and others, we’ll land and disembark on
State-owned Jewell Island,
where two look-out towers offer
5 A4.E o f .M iles
wonderful views of the sur
rounding islands. After visiting
the forts and Punchbowl
Beach, we’ll reembark for Eagle
Island, where Robert E. Peary’s
summer home and grounds are
now maintained by the Maine
Bureau of Parks and Recre
ation. We’ll have lunch on the
lawn looking out to sea, and
skirt the shores of more than a
half-dozen other islands on our
ride back to South Freeport.
Join us for an unforgettable day
on Upper Casco Bay.
WHEN:

MEET A T :

c

3 A. From Bedrock to Beach: A Look at the
Geology of Morse Mountain and Seawall
Beach’s Endangered Shorebirds
WHEN: 9 :0 0 a.m . to 1:3 0 p.m.

Morse Mountain parking lot, Route 216,
Phippsburg (carpooling necessary due to limited
parking)
C O ST: $15 per person
L IM IT: 15 people (Moderate)
The Bates-Morse Mountain Conservation Area, located
between the Sprague and Morse rivers, is composed of mountain
ledges, spruce-covered slopes, salt marshes, tidal creeks, and
expansive dunes. Join us for a
morning hike to the moun
tain-top, where a geologist will
explain how the landscape
developed over more than 400
million years into the breath
taking vista we see today.
Afterwards, the Conservan
cy’s plover/tern warden will
lead a walk along Seawall
Beach to discuss efforts to pro
tect fragile nesting populations
of the federally listed piping
plover and least tern. We may
be lucky to catch a glimpse of
some newly hatched chicks.
Bring a lunch.
MEET A T :

LEA DER: Charles Huntington,
professor emeritus of Ornithology,
Bowdoin College; Boat Captain
Thomas Ring (865-61 12).

LEADERS: Dyke Eusden,
professor of Geology, Bates
College; Conservancy’s
ploverItem warden.

4 A. Aerial Tours of
Merrymeeting Bay,
the Lower Kennebec,
and Mid-coast
Peninsulas

2 A. Merrymeeting Bay

Boat Trip I
9:00 a.m. to
Noon

WHEN:

(Note: this trip also offered
in the afternoon; please see
#7A below)
Bath Town
Dock, Waterfront
Park, Commercial
Street downtown Bath
C O ST: $30 per person
LIM IT: 25 people
Merrymeeting Bay, renowned for its diversity of wildlife, is a
tidal estuary covering some 9,000 acres through which the Ken
nebec, Androscoggin, and four other rivers pass on their way to
the Atlantic. For centuries the bay has supported an intricate
and precarious balance of human industry and natural ecology.
The broad, marshy waters have seen the traffic of loggers, icecutters, market-hunters and weir-fishermen; but they have also
nurtured rich populations of aquatic plants, fish, muskrats and
beavers, shorebirds, waterfowl and eagles. On this boat trip,
learn about the estuary, its remarkable resiliency, and why it is a
protection priority for the North American Waterfowl Manage
ment Plan. Most of all, come experience what author Franklin
Burroughs has called “the lovely solitudes and distances that sur
round you on Merrymeeting Bay.”
LEADER: Dr. Edward Hawes, environmental historian; Boat
Captain David Walker (633-2500).
MEET A T :

WHEN: 9 :0 0 a*m. to 1 :0 0

p.m, every hour on the
hour
MEET A T : Wiscasset
Airport, Chewonki
Neck Road, off Route
1 9 85 Jan e C ro s e n , B r o o k lin , M E 0 4 6 1 6
144, Wiscasset
CO ST: $35 per person
L IM IT: Three people per flight; 15 people total (Easy)
Beginning in Casco Bay, the Maine coast becomes a series of
long, narrow peninsulas and chains of islands divided by equally
long, narrow bays. Several of the state’s largest rivers empty into
these bays, forming productive estuaries where their waters meet
the sea. From the air, the beauty and intricacy of this region’s
landscapes are inspiring.
On this 45-minute flight, our pilot will circle over Merrymeeting Bay, where six rivers join to form this open, shallow estuary.
Then, travelling south over the towns of Bath, Woolwich, Arrowsic and Phippsburg, the flight will follow the Kennebec River to its
outlet. To complete the circuit, we’ll fly over the Georgetown
peninsula and trace the Sheepscot River north to Wiscasset. Join
us for an unusual perspective of this beautiful, complex section of
Maine’s coast. Highly weather-and wind-dependent.
LEADER:

Pilot Spike Haible, founder and president of Flightwatch.

More trips on the next page
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Field Trips
5A .

Wildlife and Nature Photography
Workshop, Swan’s Island
WHEN: 7:00 to 11:00 a.m .
MEET AT: Richmond Town Dock
COST: $20
LIMIT: 10 people (Easy; must bring own camera

equipment)
Join photographer Bill Silliker for a morning of wildlife and
scenic photography on Swan’s Island, Richmond. Bill is donat
ing his time and talents during this workshop, which will cover
camera technique and special tips for photographing natural
scenes and wildlife. Bill will reveal the secret places on the
island, where a relative abundance of deer will provide a focal
point for learning the basics of wildlife photography. W e’ll also
be on the lookout for eagles and osprey.

7A. Merrymeeting Bay
Boat Trip II
Noon to 3 :00
p.m.
(Note: this trip also

w h en :

offered in the morning;
see #2A above)
MEET AT: Bath Town

Dock, Waterfront
Park, Commercial
Street, downtown
Bath
COST: $30 per person
LIMIT: 24 people
Please see description for
# 2A above.
LEADER: Becky Koulouris,
coordinator of the Environmental Studies Program,
Bowdoin College; Boat Captain David Walker (633-2500).

6 A . The Historical and Natural Worlds
of Swan’s Island
WHEN: 11:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.
MEET AT: Richmond Town Dock
COST: $ 15 per person

LEADER:

Rusty Dyke, Resident Biologist, Swan’s Island.

SALLY BUTCHER

LIMIT: 18 people (Easy)
Swan’s Island is a 4-mile-long island in the Kennebec River
located between the towns of Richmond and Dresden at the
head of Merrymeeting Bay. O nce supporting a prosperous farm
ing and shipbuilding community, the island is now maintained
by the Maine Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife for
education, recreation and wildlife. Although there are still many
historical buildings and sites on the island, it now hosts nesting
bald eagles, waterfowl, and a healthy population of white-tailed
deer. After a short boat ride to the island, our guide will lead a
leisurely tour of the island. Join us on this trip to see Swan’s
Island’s rich and complementary meeting of history and nature.
Bring a lunch for an island picnic.

8 A . Bald Head Hike
WHEN: 12:30 to 3:00 p.m.
MEET AT: Arrowsic Town Hall, Route 127, Arrowsic
COST: $ 8 per person
LIMIT: 12 people (Moderate)

Bald Head Preserve, which forms the southern tip of Arrowsic
Island, dramatically divides the waters of the Kennebec and
Back rivers. Steep, treeless cliffs rise nearly 100 feet from the
Back River, giving the point its name and offering excellent
views down the Kennebec. The preserve’s towering white pines
are a favorite roosting spot for bald eagles, and its mudflats and
salt marshes provide feeding grounds for great blue herons,
snowy egrets, and waterfowl. Join naturalist and steward Don
Hudson for a tour of this beautiful preserve.
LEADER: Don Hudson, executive director of Chewonki Founda
tion and Conservancy volunteer steward at Bald Head Preserve.

9A . The Rich Maritime Heritage of Maine

SALLY BUTCHER

w h e n : 12:30 to 3:30 p.m.
MEET AT: Maine Maritime Museum lobby
COST: $ 15 per person
LIMIT: 30 people (Easy; walking/boat trip)
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Thanks to the hospitality of the Maine Maritime Museum, we
have arranged a special three-part guided tour of its exhibits, the
Percy-Small Shipyard, and a 50-minute narrated boat cruise on
the Kennebec River. Spend an afternoon learning about
Maine’s maritime history and Bath’s significant contribution to
the state’s sea-faring legacy.
LEADERS: Maine Maritime Museum docents; Boat Captain Vem
Lewis.

Waterboro Barrens Easement
Department of Environmental Protec
tion (DEP) to mine his 320-acre parcel
for gravel, but the DEP was concerned
about protecting the site’s pine barrens
community.
W ould the Conservancy, he won
dered, be willing to help find a com 
promise solution that would satisfy DEP’s
concerns?
W hat followed was perhaps the most
challenging of situations in envi
ronmental conservation, in which
there were few obvious options
that would satisfy both economic
and environmental interests... and
no ideal solution.
The landowner, Frank Carroll,
had purchased the property as an
investment to secure the resources
he needed to sustain his family busi
ness over the n ex t generation.
Unfortunately, the same property
happened to support a pristine, globally
rare natural area. From the landowner’s
perspective, preserving the property would
mean forfeiting a significant investment
in the future of his business. For the envi
ronmental community, knowingly per
mitting mining and the destruction of
this prized natural ecosystem seemed
unconscionable. T he situation held lit
tle hope for compromise; instead, all the
factors involved foreshadowed c o n 
frontation and drawn-out litigation.

Continued from page 1

Nevertheless, at the encouragement
of both Frank C arroll’s attorney and
DEP Commissioner Dean Marriott, The
N ature Conservancy agreed to work
with the landowner toward a solution.
Now, after two years of complex nego
tiations, a long-awaited compromise
solution has been achieved.
In January, 1992, F. R. Carroll, Inc.
generously donated a conservation ease

ment on 142 acres of prime pine barrens
habitat to the Town of Newfield, which
in turn asked T he Nature Conservan
cy to assume prim ary m anagem ent
responsibility for the site. In consider
ation of this action, the DEP and the
Town granted Carroll a permit to mine
the balance of his property.
The negotiations were complicated by
numerous factors. In the spring of 1991,
the M aine Audubon Society and the
N atural Resources C ouncil of Maine
intervened before the DEP to challenge
Carroll’s permit application. Attempts
to identify swap property with mining
p o ten tia l— w hich the C onservancy
might purchase and trade with Carroll
for his land— faltered due to the pro
hibitively high cost o f properties already
permitted for gravel mining.
By the fall of 1991, it appeared like
ly that no compromise would be found.
T h e DEP was poised to deny the min
ing permit altogether. However, this in
no way would have ensured protection
for the site, since M aine law does not
p ro h ib it lan d ow n er a c tiv itie s th a t
destroy rare plants or ecosystems, except
activities (such as mining) where a state
perm it is required. A lthough a DEP
denial would have temporarily stopped
m ining activ ity, it would n o t have
stopped the potential wholesale clear
ing of the forest.

In short, it appeared as if neither the
landowner’s full economic interests nor
the site’s unique ecological features
would be protected.
Finally, after rejecting several Conservancy offers to purchase a 142-acre
section of his property, Frank Carroll
instead proposed donating a conserva
tion easement on this portion to the
local town. A lthou gh this donation
would provide no immediate financial
return, he would retain the possibility of
mining the acreage in the unlikely event
that it might someday lose its ecological
value as a pine barrens commu
nity.
After several months of consid
eration, the proposal finally won
th e support o f all co n cern ed .
Against all odds, a satisfactory pro
posal was approved.
T h e preservation of this addio tional acreage at the Waterboro
3 B a rren s, w h ich p erm its th e
| extraction of several million dol
lars worth of gravel on adjoining
acreage, is a hard-earned example of
how a com prom ise can be reach ed
between environmental protection and
econom ic development. T h e Nature
Conservancy worked hard as an inter
m ediary am ong the many in terests
involved, and is grateful that more of
this special natural community will be
protected.
W e are looking forward to working
with F. R. Carroll, the Town of Newfield,
and local residents in developing a man
agement plan for the Carroll land, as
well as for the abutting 1,100 acres that
is scheduled for Conservancy purchase
this fall.
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Fernald’s Neck Preserve Expanded
ast spring, we com pleted an important addition, the
“Balance Rock” lot, to the Femald’s N eck Preserve in
Cam den and Lincolnville. This spring, we have added a
second important inholding to the preserve.
T h e N arrow s lo t, a
beautiful two-acre point
on the preserve’s north
west side, represents an
important inholding to
round out protection of
this popular preserve.
Acquisition of this par
cel, so named because it
is located in the “nar
rows” sectio n o f Lake
Megunticook, has been
a Conservancy priority

L

ever since the preserve was
FE R N A L D 'S n e c k
created twenty years ago.
PRESS R V E
F ern ald ’s N eck Preserve
MAINE
CHAPTER
F^iaJUftb. A/zcM SjxtU rn
(315 acres) is one of the chap
Plea s e help u s ke e p ih e pres<
its natural state: no camping, no fires;
ter’s more popular preserves
no hunting-, carry out any litter Please
stay oh marked trails.
Thank you.
and protects more than three
FVnaid's Neck Stewardship Committee
miles of unspoiled lake shore
line and beautiful woodland and wetland habitats.
Acquisition of both the Balance
R o ck and the Narrows lots was
made possible in part through the
cooperation of V inton Harkness,
Jr. and his mother, Ethel Harkness.
T h e Harknesses are members o f
th e F ern ald fam ily, w h ich had
owned Fernald’s N eck from the
early 1800s until shortly before its
acquisition by the Conservancy in
1 9 6 9 . T h e N arrow s lo t is a
s trik in g and im p o rta n t new
addition to this popular preserve.

Bureau of Public Lands’ Donnell Pond Management Plan
Highlights Protection of Natural Features
he Bureau o f Public Lands (BPL) recently completed a
comprehensive management plan for the Donnell Pond
U nit, over 7,000 acres of wilderness surrounding Donnell
Pond, Black M ountain, and Tunk Lake in eastern H ancock
County.
Lor more than fifty years, both the state and federal gov
ernments had discussed protecting Donnell Pond, yet all
previous attempts to make the land public had failed. In
1987, Patten Corporation’s announcem ent of its intention
to purchase 1,500 acres around Donnell Pond spurred out
cry over the potential fate of
this treasured natural area and
encouraged new attempts to
protect it as a public resource.
T h e D onnell Pond U n it,
protected through a com pli
cated deal negotiated by the
State and the M aine C hap 
ter, includes S ch o o d ic and
C arib o u m o u n tain s, sm all
ponds, bogs, rare plant sites,
and several outstanding exam
ples of natural communities.
T h e summit and slopes of
B lack M ou n tain c o n ta in a
diverse assemblage of natural
co m m u n itie s, in clu d in g a
stand of old-growth red spruce,
a spruce slope forest, a pineheath woodland surrounding
Rainbow Pond, and an acidic

T
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summit plant community, all in relatively pristine condi
tion. Following the recommendations of a comprehensive eco
logical inventory, the management plan designates 313 acres
in this area as “Special Protection,” prohibiting tree-har
vesting or any form of recreational development. This area
is a prime example of the kinds of sites that would qualify as
components of a statewide ecological reserve system.
In addition, throughout the Donnell Pond unit, hiking trails
will be routed to avoid potential damage to the fragile moun
tain-summit plant communities, many of which contain rare
plants.
The plan reflects a strong
commitment to conserving
the natural values of this
beautiful wilderness area.
BPL deserves great credit
for initiating an ecological
in v e n to ry o f th e u n it,
involving the public in the
planning process, and for
making the protection of
natural features such a high
priority in the final man
agement plan.
The Conservancy would
lik e to com m en d th e
Bureau of Public Lands for
the thought and effort it
has taken in developing the
management plan for this
important public asset.

Field Trips, 1992 Season

O

nce again, we are happy to offer you the opportu
nity to visit a number of M aine Chapter preserves
and recent projects. To help you prepare for your trip,
we provide the following guidelines and suggestions.
• FOR TRIPS ON LAND
Easy: A relaxed walk of two miles or less over reasonably gen
tle terrain, with frequent stops.
Moderate: A longer hike of two to five miles, often not on a
trail, or a shorter hike over more challenging terrain.
Strenuous: Only for the fit and energetic; sustained cross-coun
try hiking that may require bush whacking or bog slogging.
• FOR BOAT TRIPS
At sea: Remain on boat for the entire trip.
On shore: At least one island stop, using small boats to ferry
people to shore. Usually no docks; landing may be slippery,
expect wet feet.
Remember that weather at sea is often different from weather
on shore and can change rapidly during the day. Bring plenty of
extra clothes, including extra socks and footgear for island land
ings. We travel on open boats; each has a small cabin but the best
views require dressing for exposure to wind, rain and sun.
• ADDITIONAL GUIDELINES
Foodjdrink: If a trip takes place over the noon hour, bring a
lunch. Please bring something to drink on all trips. For any trip,
you may want to bring a snack.
Wear appropriate footwear: sturdy shoes/boots for hikes, boat
shoes or sneakers on boats. Rubber boots are a good idea for island
landings and bog walks.
What else to bring: binoculars, camera, field guides, insect
repellent, sunscreen, etc., may make your trip more enjoyable.
Our field trips are led by experts who volunteer to share their
time and knowledge with us. A member of the Maine Chapter
staff will also accompany each trip. You may make their job easi
er, and your trip more pleasant, by following the above guidelines.
Thank you!

1.

Old-growth Forest Ecology of Big Reed Forest
Reserve (T8R10, T 8R 11, WELS)
WHEN: Saturday, May 30, 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.
MEET A T: Four Seasons Motel (207-435-8255),

Presque
Isle Road, Ashland
COST: $40 per person, includes North Maine Woods
Association gate fees
LIMIT: 15 people (Strenuous)
In 1990, the Maine Chapter
finalized protection of Big
Reed Forest Reserve’s entire
watershed with a 1,000-acre
addition, making this the
chapter’s largest preserve. Our
guides will help us appreciate
the dynamics of this remark
able old-growth forest as we
explore the area around Big
Reed Pond.
LEADERS: Linda A Iverson,
Seven Islands Land Company
forester.

2.

Rafting the Dead River (The Forks)
Sunday, June 7, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. (9 a.m. for
breakfast)
MEET AT: Voyagers Whitewater Headquarters (cedar
shingle house) on the left side of Route 201 in The Forks
COST: $95 per person (in clu d es breakfast, snacks o n th e
WHEN:

river, w etsuit re n ta l and sauna and gourm et d in n er
after th e trip)
LIMIT: 18 people: minimum age 13 (Moderate)

Get your family and friends together for a day of rafting the
Dead River and make a significant contribution to The Nature
Conservancy at the same time! Through the generosity of our
hosts, half of the receipts from this trip goes directly to the
Maine Chapter. Sign up your group and get ready to experience
the special beauty of the undeveloped Dead River valley and the
longest stretch of continuous whitewater in New England.
LEADER: John Kokajko, founder of Voyagers Whitewater (663-

4423), renowned for his hospitality as well as his rafting skills.

3.

Marble Fen Preserve (T6 R7 WELS)
WHEN: Saturday, June 13, 11
MEET AT: IGA Supermarket,
Exit 5 8
COST: $ 1 5 per person
LIMIT: 15 people (Moderate)

a.m. to 3 p.m.
Route 11 in Patten, 1-95

Restricted to subarctic regions of the northern United States
and central Canada, ribbed fens are a type of peatland that dis
play wave-like patterns of alternating linear pools and vegetated
ridges. On this trip to Marble Fen Preserve, the most signifi
cant of Maine’s few ribbed fens, you’ll learn the ecology of these
peatlands, glimpse some of its beautiful wildflowers, and possibly
sight North America’s only occurrence of a rare British fungus!
Recently donated to the chapter by the J.M. Huber Corpora
tion, Marble Fen has become our 87th preserve in Maine.
Rubber boots or old sneakers are recommended.
LEADER: Sally Rooney, biological consultant and long-time
volunteer steward.

4-

Great Wass Island Archipelago Boat Trip
(Jonesport)
WHEN: Sunday, June 14, 9:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
MEET AT: Jonesport Public Boat Landing, just off Route

187, about one mile east of the bridge to Beals
$40 per person
LIMIT: 24 people (At sea/on shore)
Sharing the same climate as its sub-arctic neighbors to the
north, the Great Wass Island archipelago provides habitat for
COST:

1992 Field Trips
nesting bald eagles and several species of rare plants, as well as
large numbers of harbor seals and seabirds. The day will be spent
boating around a dozen islands protected by the Conservancy,
including Little Hardwood Island, the Man Islands, and Black
Island preserves. We will picnic on
the shoreline of beautiful Mistake
Island Preserve by historic Moosabec Light. Participants will have a
chance to see the rare bird’s-eye
primrose and beachhead iris.
LEADER: Dr. Charles Duncan,
ecology professor and Director of the Institute for Field Ornithology,
University of Maine at Machias; Boat Captain Bama Norton,
Jonesport (497-5933).

5.

Canoe Trip to St. Clair Preserve, Sanctuary
for the Threatened Atlantic White Cedar
(Northport)
WHEN: Saturday, June 20, 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.
MEET AT: Northport Town Hall and Firehouse, Beech
Hill Road, Off Route 1, Northport
COST: $15 per person
LIMIT: 15 people (Moderate; Canoeing)
St. Clair Preserve supports one of North America’s northern
most stands of the threatened Atlantic white cedar. After a pic
nic on the shore of pristine Knights Pond, we will canoe along
the shoreline of the St. Clair Preserve to visit the cedar stand,
and possibly see the radiant blossoms of the rare arethusa orchid
(Arethusa bulbosa). Naturalist George Rossbach has been going
to St. Clair throughout his life, and first realized the significance
of the cedar stand in the early 1930s. Come experience the spe
cial character and serene beauty of this area.
Participants must bring their own canoes and equipment.
LEADER:

George Rossbach, naturalist.

6.

Damariscove Island I (Boothbay)
WHEN: Saturday, July 11, 8:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.
(Note: this trip also offered on Sunday, August 23)
MEET AT: Shop ’N Save at 8:00 a.m., Route 27 just
before Boothbay Harbor
COST: $40 per person
LIMIT: 25 people (At sea/on shore)
Damariscove Island Preserve, site of the oldest permanent
settlement in Maine, still shows signs that it was once a bustling
fishing community. Today, however, the island’s most notable
residents are seabirds (including a large colony of common
eiders) and numerous muskrats. Come explore the old founda
tions, rocky upland, and seashore on this nearly treeless, twomile-long island. A guided natural history walk will be offered.
LEADERS: The Conservancy's resident team of Caretaker/
Naturalists. Boat transportation: Boothbay Steamship Company,
Boothbay Harbor (633-2500).

7.

The Islands of East Penobscot Bay (Deer Isle)

WHEN: Saturday, July 18, 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.
MEET AT: Deer Isie Yacht Club Boat Landing,
COST: $30 per person
LIMIT: 18 people (At sea/on shore)

Sunset

The Maine Chapter has protected over a dozen islands in East
Penobscot Bay, a remarkably beautiful area abounding with wildlife.
Watch for eagles as we cruise past Bradbury Island Preserve on our
way to Pickering Island, which has been under conservation ease
ment to the Conservancy since 1986. The owners of Pickering
have generously granted us special permission to explore the old
fields and foundations of this magnificent 225-acre island. Bring a
lunch to eat on one of the island’s 13 sand and gravel beaches.
LEADER: Peter Blanchard, Conservancy steward and naturalist;
Boat Captain Robert Quinn (M8-28X7).

8.

Old-growth Forest Ecology of Big Reed Forest
Reserve (T8R10, T8R11, WELS)
WHEN: Saturday, August 8, 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.
MEET AT: Four Seasons Motel, 207-435-8255, Presque Isle
Road, Ashland
COST: $40 per person, includes North Maine Woods
Association gate fees
LIMIT: 15 people (Strenuous)
At 4,813 acres, Big Reed Forest Reserve is the chapter’s
largest preserve and supports the largest remaining stand of oldgrowth in the Northeast. As we make our way to Big Reed
Pond, our guides will help us appreciate the complex interrela
tionships of an old-growth forest ecosystem and its exciting diver
sity of plant and animal inhabitants.
LEADERS: John Albright, Director, Maine Natural Heritage
Program; Dr. C. Tattersall Smith, Associate Professor of Forest
Ecology and Soils, University of New Hampshire.

9.

The Wild Nature of Cobscook Bay:
Eagles, Islands, and Inlets (Lubec)
WHEN: Saturday, August 15, 10:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.
MEET AT: Lubec Town Landing, across from Tipp’s restaurant
COST: $40 per person
LIMIT: 20 people (At sea)
Wild, remote, sparsely populated Cobscook Bay is believed to
have the richest marine invertebrate fauna in the eastern U.S.
This diversity of marine life attracts an equally impressive num
ber of waterfowl species, which nest, feed, and overwinter in this
pristine estuary. Cobscook Bay has the highest density of nesting
bald eagles in the Northeast, and in late summer the bay’s exten
sive mudflats host thousands of migrating shorebirds. Come
learn the ecology of this unusual marine environment, enjoy a
close look at the bay’s bird life, and see some of the Conservancyprotected lands of the bay, which include Hog and Long Island
preserves, Coggins Head, Bellier Cove, and Wilbur Neck.
LEADER: Mark McCullough, Assistant Project Leader, MD1FW
Endangered and Threatened Wildlife Project; Boat Captain George
Harris (853-4303).

1992 Field Trips
1 0 . The Ecology of the Waterboro Barrens
(W aterboro/Shaple igh)
WHEN: Saturday, August 22, 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.
MEET AT: Newfield Town Office, Route 11 in Newfield

just west of Bridge Street
COST: $15 per person
LIMIT: 15 people (Moderate)

The Conservancy is currently raising funds to purchase 1,100
acres of the Waterboro Barrens, a fascinating mosaic of pinecovered hills, scrub oak thickets, frost pockets, streams, and wet
lands. T he Barrens is an outstanding example of a pitch-pine/
scrub-oak woodland, the most threatened forest system in New
England. Our guide will
help us understand the
complex relationships at
work in the pine barrens,
including the important
role that fire plays in
maintaining this system.
LEADER: Barbara
Vickery, chapter director of
Conservation Planning.

1 1 . Damariscove Island II (Boothbay)

in Rockport protects a
small stand of American
chestnuts that are rela
tively unaffected by the
blight, and therefore are
invaluable to science and
natural history. Naturalist
Peter Blanchard will
describe his steadfast
efforts to protect this
stand— and he’ll seek the
help of field trip partici
pants in gathering newly
fallen chestnuts for
restoration efforts.
After a look through
this rare window into America’s forests of the past, we will trav
el to nearby Fernald’s Neck Preserve for a walk through the
beautiful woodlands and along the unspoiled shoreline of Lake
Megunticook. The Maine Chapter has recently added two
small parcels to this favorite preserve.
Bring work gloves for handling the prickly chestnuts, and a
lunch to enjoy on the lake shore.
LEADER:

Peter Blanchard, Conservancy steward and naturalist.

WHEN: Sunday, August 23, 8:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.

(Note: this trip also offered Saturday, July 11)
MEET AT: Shop ’N Save at 8:00 am, Route 27 just before

Boothbay Harbor, to carpool to Town Landing, where
parking is limited
COST: $40 per person
LIMIT: 25 people (At sea/on shore)
Please see description for trip # 5.
LEADER: The Conservancy’s resident team of Caretaker/
Naturalists. Boat transportation: Boothbay Steamship Company,
Boothbay Harbor (633-2500).

1 2 . Reviving a Treasure of the Forest: The American
Chestnut at Harkness Preserve (Rockport)/ The
Forests and Shores of Lake Megunticook, Femald’s
Neck Preserve (Camden and Lincolnville)
WHEN: Saturday, September 5, 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.
MEET AT: Rockport Elementary School, 100 yards east of

the junction of Route 1 and Route 90
COST: $15 per person
LIMIT: 12 people (Easy)

Once the Northeast’s dominant tree, the American chestnut
has been virtually eliminated from our forests. By the 1950s, a
fungal blight had wiped out the equivalent of nine million acres
of pure chestnut stands. The Conservancy’s Harkness Preserve

1 3 . R a r e P la n ts a n d H a w k M ig ra tio n s a t M o u n t
A g a m e n tic u s (York)
WHEN: Saturday, September 19, 9:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.
MEET AT: Summit of Mount Agamenticus, York
COST: $15 per person
LIMIT: 15 people (Moderate)
Offering a sweeping view from the W hite Mountains to the
coastal lowlands, Mount Agamenticus figures prominently on the
southern Maine landscape. In addition, Mount Agamenticus pro
vides habitat for four rare plants more commonly found in mid
coastal states, including one of Maine’s only stands of flowering
dogwood. Because of Mount A ’s unusual ecological features and
recreational values, the Land for Maine’s Future Board and The
Nature Conservancy have worked to protect more than 900
acres here over the past two years.
Mount Agamenticus also serves as a landmark for thousands of
migrating raptors in the fall. W e have scheduled this field trip
during what is usually the peak of fall migration; weather depend
ing, we could see hawks, eagles, falcons, and vultures on their
southbound flights. We will also have time to explore the moun
tain’s unusual forest community.
LEADERS: Richard Eakins, ornithologist and professor, Westbrook
College; Joshua Royte, botanist and environmental consultant.

1992 Field Trips
Reservations

Two New Policies for ’92:

In order to stream line the field trip registration
process and to accom m odate more members who
are interested in join in g chapter field trips, we
have instituted the following two policies for 1992.
W e hope these do n ot create any inconveniences.

R eserv atio n s w ith full p aym ent m u st be m ade in
w riting o r in p erson, n o t by phone. Reservations are

accepted on a first com e, first served basis. You will
receive a letter confirm ing your reservation(s) and
providing you with any additional directions you may

1 . ) W e are now lim iting field trip participation
to two trips per person. T h is lim it will enable a
greater number o f chapter members and friends to
jo in our trips.

need for each trip. If you suspect a trip may be full, please
call first to check before sending in your money.

K g3

2 . ) If you are signing up for two trips, please
make out a separate ch eck for each trip. In the
event th at one o f the trips is filled or canceled, this
will allow us to quickly and efficiently return your
ch eck to you.

If you have your heart set on a
particular trip, send your
registration in at on ce because
trips fill up quickly.

Cancellations

Please note:

lations, we need a phone number where we can reach you

T h e Nature Conservancy reserves the right to cancel
any trip. If we must do so, reservation fees will be
refunded and we will make every effort to notify you.
Due to m inimal registration fees, cancellations made by
you will n ot be refunded and cannot be considered a
contribution for tax purposes. Please let us know if you
will be unable to go on a trip so that someone on the
waiting list may take your place. Land trips will be held
rain o r shine. Boat trips are weather-dependent; if in
doubt, contact the boat captain directly.

S*-

3*-

S’4-

TRIP NAME & DATE

In order for us to notify you of any cancel

during the week or on the weekend. If you are vacationing
in M aine and are unable to provide us with a telephone
number, please call us during business hours (8:30 a.m. to
5:00 p.m., Monday through Friday) if there is any doubt
that the trip will take place.
R ates: Sam e rates apply for children and adults. T h e
prices reflect the direct costs of the trip and indirect costs
of processing reservations.

S’4TRIP NO.

£*-

3*-

NUMBER
PERSONS

£*-

PRICE
PER PERSON

AMOUNT
DUE

Field Trip #1
Field Trip #2
Alternate Choice

Please limit registration to two field trips per person.
Please give an alternate choice; if your first choice is full, we will apply the fee to your next preference.

Clip and mail
with check to:
M aine C h ap ter
P .O . B o x 3 3 8
Topsham , M aine 0 4 0 8 6
Phone: 2 0 7 - 7 2 9 -5 1 8 1

Total amount enclosed
NAME

TELEPHONES: WORK
ADDRESS

HOME
ZIP

Capital Campaign Update:
Two $100,000 Grants Invigorate Maine Legacy Campaign
wo major foundations have award
ed the M aine C hapter $ 1 0 0 ,0 0 0
challenge grants in support of our threeyear, $3.5 million Maine Legacy capital
campaign. Subject to one-to-one match
ing provisions, the two grants have
boosted the cam paign over the $2.3
million mark.
T h e A rthur V ining Davis Founda
tions of Jacksonville, Florida, and the
Bingham Betterment Fund of New York
have each granted $ 1 0 0 ,0 0 0 to the
Maine Chapter. Both grants were made
on a challenge basis, requiring that a
total of $ 2 0 0,000 from other sources be
raised after January 1,1992. “T he imme
diate effect of these grants is to provide
critical momentum during the ‘backstretch’ of the campaign when fund rais
ing is most difficult,” said Mason Morfit, campaign director. “In the months
ahead, these challenge grants will also
provid e a m a jo r in c e n tiv e to new
donors, whose gifts will be matched dol
lar for dollar.”
T h e Davis Foundations grant, its first
conservation grant in northern New
England, will be directed toward the

T

acquisition of 1,100
acres of woodlands
and wetlands at the
Waterboro Barrens,
located in central
York County. T he
Waterboro Barrens
is New England’s
premier example of
a pitch-pine/scruboak forest commu
nity, and is a north
ern variation of the
nationally protect
ed New Jersey Pine Barrens. T h e C on 
servancy has obtained an option to pur
chase the property from a developer for
$875,000.
T h e Bingham Betterm ent Fund has
designated its $ 1 0 0 ,0 0 0 grant— the
largest conservation grant in the Fund’s
history— toward th e ch ap ter’s Land
Preservation Fund, an internal revolv
ing loan fund that enables the Conser
vancy to make emergency purchases of
critical lands when they become avail
able on advantageous terms.
“W e have been particularly impressed

Black'crowned night heron.

with the ability of T h e Nature Conser
vancy to work on very short time lines
to protect and preserve unique natural
areas around the State of M aine,” said
C aroly n W o lle n , B ette rm e n t Fund
trustee, “and we would like to supple
m ent the Conservancy’s resources to
play this important role.”
T h e M aine Legacy campaign seeks
to raise $3.5 million, primarily for the
acquisition and long-term management
of a dozen key natural lands throughout
the state. (Please see Maine Legacy, Fall
1992.) Focal points for the campaign
include ecologically significant w et
lands, forest communities, coastal birdnesting sanctuaries, and several sites
within Cobscook Bay, a remarkably pris
tine and productive estuary in Down
East Maine.
In addition to the Davis Foundations
and Betterm ent Fund, ten other foun
dations have also made generous grants
to th e M a in e Legacy cam p aig n in
am ou nts ran g in g from $ 4 0 ,0 0 0 to
$10,000. These include the Arete Foun
dation , Baldw in Foundation, Davis
Conservation Trust, Dusky Trust, Fore
River Foundation, Ingalls Foundation,
M acauley and H elen Dow W h itin g
Foundation, and Rosamond T h ax ter
Foundation.

Cobscook Bay.
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STEWARDSHIP
Plummer Point Easement:
Damariscotta River
Association

Seboeis River Preserve: Albert
Ellis

Simonton C om er Quarry
Preserve: M artin Womer

PETER BLANCHARD

he Maine Chapter stewardship pro
gram directly benefits from the assis
tance of hundreds of volunteers, with
out whom our jo b — m onitoring and
managing nearly 21,000 acres of Maine’s
finest natural lands— would not be pos
sible.
Our records show that 380 volunteers
contributed over 2100 hours to the stew
ardship program in 1991.
Thanks to all those who made our
1991 stewardship efforts a success! W e
would especially like to welcome new
volunteers who have offered to
commit time over a several-year
period to help m onitor C o n 
servancy preserves and ease
ments:
Basket Island Preserve: Andrew
and Wendy Ingram
Big Reed Forest Reserve: Linda
Alverson, co-steward

T

VOLUNTEER

and Coastal Mountains
Land Trust
Stone Island Preserve: JeanPierre Ragout

Upper Birch Island Preserve:
Arnold and Dorothy Sio

New Volunteer
Monitors Needed

W

Great Wass Island archipelago
easements: Tom and G inny
Chrisenton

Great Wass and Crumple Island
preserves: Brenda Dodge
Kennebunk Plains Preserve:
N ancy Naimey

Mill C reek Preserve and
Falmouth Foreside Transfer:
George Hyde

Perham and Woodland Bog
preserves: Richard Clark

Volunteers play a vital role in maintaining The Nature
Conservancy’s 87 preserves in Maine. Their roles include
scientific consulting, boundary line maintenance, caretaking,
biomonitoring and inventory, conducting preserve workdays,
leading field trips, and helping with prescribed bums.

e need new monitors for
a number of places.
Please consider volunteering
your time if you live near or
regularly visit one o f the fol
lowing sites, and are willing to
make a commitment of one to
several days each year for sev
eral years. Please note that
island monitors must have
reliable boat transportation.
C all Julie Henderson at the
chapter office if you’re inter
ested.
V olu n teer P reserv e Stew ard:

Moose R iver Preserve, R ockwood Plantation. Mullen Woods
Preserve, Newport

V olunteer E asem ent M on itor: Great
W ass Islan d , B eals (5 ea sem en ts),
Little Eaton Island, Little Deer Isle

SPOTLIGHT
Free Field Trips

W

e are delighted to
offer free field trips
to the following Nature
C onservancy preserves,
thanks to the generosity of
the preserves’ volunteer
caretakers. Please note that
pre- registration is required
for the Indian Point-Blagden Preserve trips; trips to Barred
Island and Crockett Cove Woods
are “show and go,” requiring no
advance notice.

Additional Volunteers
Needed
he stewardship program is looking
for individuals willing to make a
significant time com m itm ent to the
Maine Chapter, particularly during
the spring and summer months, for
the following two positions. If you are
interested, please contact Jeanne Des
jardins for a written job description at
the chapter office, (2 0 7 ) 729-5181.

T

1. Indian P oint-B lagden
P reserve N a tu re W alks

(Mount Desert)
Friday mornings, July 10,
17, 24 and 31; 9:00 to 12
Noon.
M EET A T: First parking lot
Join Peter Blanchard, Conservan
cy steward and naturalist, for natu
ral history rambles on the preserve’s
main trails and a perspective on The
N ature C on serv an cy’s efforts in
Maine.
W H EN :

D am ariscov e Preserve Stew ard
(Volunteer Program)

D

o you live in the Boothbay area
(preferably year-round), and have
five to ten days annually to contribute
to th e stew ardship o f D am ariscove
Island? T h e chapter needs a volunteer
willing to act as a local point person for
coordinating Conservancy activities on
this spectacular preserve. Duties would
include coordination of volunteers for
special projects, arranging transporta
tion as needed, and assisting summer
caretakers with off-island tasks.

L E A D E R : Peter Blanchard. Please
pre-register with Peter by calling
(207) 244-5063.

2 . C ro ck e tt C ove W oods

P reserv e N a tu re W alk

(Deer Isle)
Saturday, July 11, 9:00
to 11:00 a.m.
M EET A T: Garden opposite
Sunset Post Office, Sunset
The cool, moist air at Crockett
W H EN :

D eer Isle R eg io n a l
V o lu n teer C o o rd in a to r

Looking toward Barred Island
Preserve.

Cove creates a spruce-fir “fog- forest,”
lush with mosses and lichens.
LEA D ERS: Mamie and Ken Crowell,

preserve stewards. Dr. Ken Crowell
teaches biology at St. Lawrence Uni
versity in New York; Mamie is a nat
ural history writer. Field trip partic

ipants may call the Crowells at
(207) 348-6065 in case of ques
tionable weather.
3. B arred Island N a tu re W alk

(Deer Isle)
Saturday, July 25, 11:30
a.m. to 1:30 p.m.
M EET A T: Goose Cove Lodge
Parking area
This trip is timed to catch low tide
at Barred Island, a lovely spruce-fir
clad island connected by a sand bar
to the western end of Deer Isle.
LEA D ERS: Mamie and Ken Crowell,
W HEN:

preserve stewards. Field trip partici

pants may call the Crowells at (207)
348 - 6 0 6 5 in case of questionable
weather.

(Volunteer Program)

D

o you live in the Deer Isle area,
enjoy working with people, and
have five to ten days a year to donate to
the Maine Chapter? W e are looking for
a regional volu n teer coordinator to
recruit, train, and supervise volunteers
for five Conservancy island preserves
and seven island easements. T he region
al coordinator must have organization
al and people skills, and be familiar with
(or willing to leam about) the Conser
vancy’s holdings in the Deer Isle area.

Douglas Mountain
Work Party
lease join our stewardship staff for a
morning of tree pruning, brush clear
ing and trail clean-up, Saturday, May
16, from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. M eet at
the preserve parking lot. You bring work
gloves— we’ll bring lunch! Please call
Kyle Stockw ell at the chapter office,
(20 7 ) 729-5181, if you can help.

P

A Thank. You & A R em in d er...

Our preserve and easement monitoring
was highly successful this past year,
with volunteers returning 94% of
preserve status reports and 90% of
easement monitoring reports. For
monitors who haven't yet turned in
their ‘91 reports, there’s still time.
We will happily (and gratefully) accept
them right up until the start of the 1992
field season.
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Wish List
If you happen to stumble upon
any o f the following during spring
cleaning, consider a donation of
needed tools, etc., to our stewardship staff. Any gift you make is
tax- deductible. Please con tact
Kyle Stockwell at (207) 729-5181
for more information.

A Special Thank You to...

P lea se s e n d u s y o u r

Ms. H elen Pinkham, Mr. Barton
Wood, and Pat and Bud Lewis for
their generous donations of wish-list
items.
W e are grateful to H elen Boynton,
Phyllis York and Vivian Howe for donat
ing many hours of their time and talents
to important projects here in our Top
sham office.

s u m m e r a d d ress

• Sm all propane RV-type
refrigerator for Damariscove
Island caretakers’ cabin
• Four life jackets (PFDs) for
Damariscove Island
• Surveyor’s hip chain for
measuring boundary lines
• Two blaze-orange safety vests
• Lopping shears
• Swedish brush ax

N e w L ife M e m b e r s

Any gift of $ 1,000 or more to the
Maine Chapter Land Preservation
Fund provides a life membership for
the donor and spouse in The Nature
Conservancy. All such gifts furnish a
long-term source of support to help
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Correction Note:
Join the C rew !
Maine Chapter staff members need help
with set-up and serving at our Annual
Meeting, August 1, at the M aine Mar
itime Museum in Bath. If you are inter
ested and can commit to four hours of
work in the afternoon, please contact
Johanna Thomas at (2 07) 729-5181.

We are Grateful for...
Gifts in memory of the following
individuals have been received by the
Maine Chapter:
Milton Clapp
George Clendaniel
James R. Coughlin
Mr. & Mrs. Edward J. Danforth
Robert Darling
B.A. Eubank
Stanwood Hamblen
Nathalie A. Hubbard
Arnold Paine
Jane C. Poliquin
Robert E. Ross
Eugene St. Clair
Marcia Ann Sundmaker

any of our members are “migra
tory,” residing out-of-state during
the colder months but spending a part
or all of the summer in Maine.
If you keep the same summer resi
dence every year, please let us know
both the address and the dates to which
it applies. W e can put this information
in our computer and send your summer
issue of Maine Legacy, as well as other
mailings, to you at the correct address.
T h is will can cel the need for you to
notify us every year of your temporary
address. Th an k you!

save land here in Maine.
We are pleased to welcome as new life
members:
Mr. & Mrs. Randolph P. Barton
Mr. & Mrs. Donald J. Beddie
Capt. &t Mrs. Vinton O. Harkness, Jr.
Richard Estabrook &. Ann Havener
Martha C. & Michael S. Huber
Mr. &. Mrs. Aaron J. Heyerdahl
Elizabeth Paine
Dr. &. Mrs. John Tooker
C o rp o r a te S u p p o rt

An annual gift of $100 or more
qualifies a business as a corporate member
of the Maine Chapter. We are pleased to
have received support from the following:
L.L. Bean, Inc.
Cape Shore, Inc.
Diversified Communications
EHR Investments
Housing Resources Corporation
International Paper Company

T he photo on page 5 in the W inter issue
of Maine Legacy was incorrectly cap
tioned “Morse Mountain Preserve.” The
photo was primarily of adjacent Sea
wall Beach, owned by the Small Point
A s s o c ia tio n , and th e B a tes-M o rse
M ountain C onservation A rea, m an
aged by Bates College and on which
the Conservancy holds a conservation
easement.

Meiser & Earl, Inc.
Michael Mahan Graphics
H. M. Payson & Co.
F o u n d a tio n S u p p o rt

We are grateful for the support of
the following foundations:
Aldermere Foundation
Baldwin Foundation
The Boston Foundation
CIGNA Foundation
G. Peabody &. R. Gardner
Charitable Trust
Gerrish H. Milliken Foundation
Ingalls Foundation
Maine Community Foundation, Inc.
Norcross Wildlife Foundation
Norweb Foundation
O’Donnell Iselin Foundation, Inc.
Quaker Oats Foundation
Richard Saltonstall Charitable
Foundation
Rosamond Thaxter Foundation
O th e r Su p p o rt

Abnaki Ski & Outing Club
Garden Club of Mt. Desert

Wild Flower Society Presents Award
to Barbara Vickery

T

his winter, the New England Wild
Flower Society (N EW F S) present
ed Barbara Vickery, M aine C hap ter
director of Conservation Planning, with
its Annual M aine State Award for “her
achievem ents in the conservation of
the flora of Maine, especially with the
M aine Chapter of T h e Nature Conser
vancy.”
In her role as the chapter’s Director
of Science and Stewardship from 1983
to 1991, Barbara oversaw the manage
ment of the Conservancy’s preserves,
many o f w hich support rare plants.
Through the chapter’s Sm all Grants
research program, she encouraged inves
tigations of some of Maine’s most endan

gered p lan t sp ecies, v ariab le sedge
(Carexpolymorpha), prairie white-fringed
orchid (Plantanthera leucophaea), Fur
bish lousewort (Pedicularis furbishae),
small whorled pogonia (Isotria mede oloides), Orono sedge (Carex oronensis)
and ram’s head lady’s-slipper (Cypri-

pedium arietinum).
Barbara also promoted important leg
islation authorizing M aine’s first offi
cial list of Endangered and Threatened
Plants and assisted in developing the
original list and subsequent revisions
through her participation in the Endan
gered Plant Technical Advisory C om 
mittee.

Barbara Vickery.

New England Plant Conservation Program will
Preserve Seeds from Maine’s Rarest Plants

T

he New England Wild Flower Soci
ety, a regional organization head
quartered in Massachusetts, promotes
the conservation o f N orth Am erican
flora through horticulture, education,
research, habitat preservation and advo
cacy.
In 1989, N E W F S founded a plant
conservation program called the New
England Plant Conservation Program
(N EPC oP), which collects seeds from
rare plants for preservation and eventual
propagation.
This approach— of cultivating plants
away from their natural habitats— is
intended to supplement the protection
of plants in the wild. Inherent in the
goals of this program is the belief that
protection of plants in the wild is of
paramount importance to each state’s
natural heritage, and that seed storage,
propagation research, and education are
complementary methods to help achieve
that goal.

T h e program, a collaborative effort
between botanists, state agencies, and
conservation groups, is working to pre
vent plant extinction in New England.
In Maine, a task force meets regularly to
identify the plants of highest priority
for N EPCoP attention. Over the next
year, M aine task force ecologists will
collect seeds from a dozen of M aine’s
rarest plants, including several on C on 
servancy-protected lands: Poor Robin’s
plantain (Hieracium venosum) from the
Waterboro Barrens, hoary willow (Salix
Candida) from Woodland Bog Preserve,
and flowering dogwood (Com us florid
da) from Mount Agamenticus.
In case of catastrophe in the wild,
seeds of each rare plant species stored in
a seed bank could be used to repopulate
the native habitat. Concurrently, prop
agation research will provide informa
tion on the biology o f rare plants to
managers of natural populations, like
T h e Nature Conservancy.

Small whorled pogonia, Isotria
medeoloides.
O ne hundred and seventy of M aine’s
plant species— or about 11 percent of
the state’s native flora— are endangered
or threatened in their natural habitats.
T h e New England Plant Conservation
Program is currently planning on col
lecting seed from ten to twenty species
per year from Maine.
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William Holland Drury, 1921-1992
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Coordinator, Barbara Clark; Administrative
Assistant, Development, Joan Acord;
Administrative Secretary/Bookkeeper, Donna
Poseno; Administrative Assistant, Land
Protection, Carrie Higgins; Secretary/
Receptionist, Kathy Sylvester; Blagden
Preserve Caretakers, Etheleen and Paul
Hamblen.
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illiam Holland Drury, professor of Ecology and
Natural History at College of the Atlantic, died
March 26 at his home in Bar Harbor, Maine.

Professor Drury had a long and distinguished career
in research, teaching, and numerous areas of conser
vation policy, land-use planning and international
environmental affairs.
Dr. Drury firmly believed in involving the scientif
ic community in questions of public policy and the
environment, and served on four environmental pan
els of the President’s Science Advisory Council during
the Kennedy and Nixon administrations. He was also
instrumental in the reintroduction of the peregrine fal
con in the Northeast, and in the return of a variety of
seabirds to the Gulf of Maine—the latter project serv
ing as the primary focus of his research over the past twenty years.
His career with The Nature Conservancy included serving on both the National Board
of Governors and the Maine Chapter Board of Trustees during the 1980s, and as a mem
ber of the Maine Chapter’s Science Advisory Committee. His census of Leach’s storm petrels
on Great Duck Island in the early 1980s was instrumental in establishing the island’s eco
logical importance, and led to its purchase by the Maine Chapter in 1985.
Dr. Drury’s long career influenced countless students and ecologists, many of whom have
continued the pioneering contributions that he made. He was a good and knowledgeable
friend of The Nature Conservancy, and he will be sincerely missed.

A r t for T h e N ature C on servan cy!
On Thursday, May 14, from 5:30 to 8:30 p.m., please
join Maine Chapter staff and trustees at the opening
reception of a show of Brita Holmc/uist’s work at the
Thomas Moser Cabinetmakers showroom in Portland.
As an expression of her concern for the environment,
she has arranged to donate a percentage of her sales from
the show to the Maine Chapter. Brita has recently
concluded two similar shows that benefitted the Virginia
and Pennsylvania chapters of the Conservancy.
We hope you will join us for this special event. Please
call Johanna Thomas at the chapter office for more
information.
“East Bay," by Brita Holmquist.
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